Draft
Minutes
South Carolina Public Library Administrators
January 20, 2012

Attending:  Ann Szypulski, Doug Henderson, Ben Loftis, Brenda Branson, Frank Bruno, Ray McBride, Bev James, Faith Line, Kristen Simensen, Donna Osborne, Amy Schofield, Philip Cheney, Prudence Taylor, Carl Coffin, Benjamin T. Hall, T. Sam Ziady, Beth McNeer, Jim Johnson, Allison Anderson, Colleen L. Kaphengst, Richard Band, Cynthia Kent, Wlodek Zaryczwy

Approval of Minutes:  The APLA minutes for the November meeting were reviewed and approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Faith Line reported that we are in good shape.  She will resend bills for those who have not paid APLA dues yet.  Also, she is working on finding an accountant to review the financial records.

Group Pricing for Internet/Print Management Systems:  Rogan Hamby is working on a RFP and trying to arrange an opt-in deal for Internet and print management.  He hopes to have the project finalized by June.  He has a group of libraries committed and asked that anyone else interested e-mail him.  Once the deal is established, other libraries should be able to opt-in.  Rogan is also working on the Internet usage survey and asked any additional directors interested in their library being part of the pilot project to email him.

Legislative Committee Report:  Jim Johnson reported he has received reports that there is some interest from legislators in increasing State Aid and lottery money for libraries.  The Ways and Means Committee will meet next Thursday.  The prospect for unclaimed lottery money for libraries is not good, but the final result will not be known until April or May.  Jim passed around a sheet for directors to list their cell phone numbers so he can contact them when they visit the Statehouse.  Any other directors can email him their number at Jim1876@att.net.


SCAC Report:  Ray McBride has tweaked the policy concerning libraries becoming polling places to state that it depends on whether individual libraries can support polling.  He also discussed the Local Government Fund and how its reduction over the past few years affects local governments and libraries.  County governments are also challenged by unfunded mandates.  He recommended that directors keep the support of the Local Government Fund in mind when talking with legislative members.

SC Housing Corp:  Clayton Ingram, from the SC Housing Authority, visited to discuss SC Housing Corp, a non-profit that has been set up to distribute funds to assist homeowners whose ability to pay their mortgage has been affected by factors beyond their control.  Money is available for direct assistance, to take over house payments, or  to move into a rental situation.  He noted that this is a transitional program to help stop the foreclosure crisis and to stabilize communities.  The website is www.scmortgage.com.  He asked libraries to help get the word out, and said more promotional material will be distributed in the future.

Advocacy Efforts:  Doug Henderson discussed some of Charleston County Public Library’s challenges and the formation of the Libraries Out Loud committee to advocate for the library, including being proactive at contacting elected officials. They are also working on empowering staff to advocate for the library, and to urge patrons to do so.

Workforce Usage Day in the Life:  Amy discussed the upcoming Day in the Life in which libraries report their involvement with workforce development and job seekers.  The day is scheduled for Monday, February 6, when libraries will be asked to keep track of patrons using the library for job issues.  The questions that will be on SurveyMonkey and what we will keep track of were discussed and revised.  Amy will send out a final version and a sheet in table form to keep track of transactions and people using the library for job issues.  
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