APLA 

July 18, 2008

Columbia

Beth McNeer called the meeting to order at 10:08 A.M. Introductions went around. Some IT people present as well as new director Benjamin Hall. Minutes passed out for May 15 and 16. Reworded "Funding issues require us to plan together" for May 15th. Minutes moved, seconded, accepted with corrections.

Sustainability is a major concern for new building and renovation projects, as well as upgrades to existing buildings. Green Libraries by Mary Pat Crozier, architect on Greenwood Public Library project. LEED certification is an emphasis of her firm. "Improve the built environment," "Conservation of resources," and ? for sustainability focus. Local climate is now a key factor. Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design is what LEED stands for. It is an industry wide standard of measurement. Five categories are Innovative Design, Sustainable Sites, Materials and Resources, Water Conservation and Indoor Air Quality (?) U.S. Green Building Council is the industry organization. The built environment in the United States consumes 30-35% of natural resources. LEED is suitable for public libraries because it is an acceptable measurement as well as flexible in choosing rating desired. There is a 69-point credit system. James B. Duke Library renovation shown at Furman University. Erosion control, brownfield redevelopment, reduced site disturbance, and alternative transportation are point areas. 

Reduce turf management by using more mulch. Encourage bicycle traffic. Tree protection during construction. Water efficiency achieved by landscaping effort not using potable water and focusing on native plants, as well as low-flow plumbing facilities. In existing facilities aerators are inexpensive to add to faucets. Saving energy is a key need. CFC reduction in HVAC equipment is a result: up to 35% energy savings. Site-specific lighting and natural light are important. At night light emanating from the building needs to be controlled for light pollution. Storage and collection of recyclables. Try to reuse as much of old building as possible and divert construction waste from landfills. Local materials are preferred - considered within 500 miles of the building site. 

Library staff recycling construction activities: weed and recycle old collection; find new home for old shelving, security system, card catalogs, etc.; donate carpet squares to Habitat for Humanity; borrow after hours book collection unit. Use reduction design decisions: compact shelving to reduce size of building; staff and books stay in building during construction; plan building structure for compact shelving to reduce future additions. Turn off copiers and computers at night so they are not on standby: this can be done with a few switches in new design. 

Indoor environmental quality: minimal emanation of new products. Some credits in this project were for radon venting, local products and recycled products as well as education. Signage identifies LEED credits and library has a blog. Benefits are lower operating and maintenance costs and improved learning and working environments. Sustainable staff activities include green cleaning, recycling old computers, and double-sided copying. LEED buildings might cost up to 5-10% more but the return makes up for some of this. Profit, planet, and safe living environment are the bottom line. U.S. Green Building Council - SC Chapter has educational programs and sponsors LEED training programs. 

Questions. Documentation is provided by registering the building which leads to design review and a designated process. Energy models constructed by an engineer would be the only way to calculate energy savings. Water usage is probably the easiest calculation to make. 

Break. Meeting resumed at 11:30 A.M. Treasurer's report presented by new treasurer, Faith Line. Jim Johnson's fee has not been included in this report because not paid yet. Balance is down about $2,000 from next year because of some more expenses but money is adequate. Bill Cooper thanked for serving as treasurer.

David Goble presented the State Library Report. August 22nd would be a good day to have a state director's meeting, at 10 A.M. Doing something totally different at state library that needs to be shared and also stronger together than meeting separately. State Library is actually six people short at the moment. Four positions are being interviewed for. July 24th is farewell to Mary Morgan. Schoolrooms, library development, accountant, and library services manager are the four current jobs. LSTA is going to be restructured. Currently more than half the LSTA money goes to State Library positions. Schoolrooms implementation should happen by mid-August. Strategic planning would be discussed August 22nd. Check your county shelves. There are major cuts being discussed for the State of South Carolina for this year. Final closeout for last fiscal year was this week, so state aid checks should be forthcoming shortly. Send board meeting dates to David Goble so he can arrange visits. He appreciates our support over the past 16 months.

Committee reports. Legislative committee. Jim Johnson and Dwight McInvaill not able to be here. Nothing really new at moment. Trustee of the Year: Ray McBride has prepared the form. He will send out a copy to the listserv. He asked for committee members. Award meeting at SCLA. 

Retreat report presented. It will be posted on the listserv. She accepted a gift certificate in lieu of per diem and sent nice thank-you letter. Overdrive followup - only available to Polaris consortium. Oct. 21-24 at Greenville Hyatt - SCLA. The SCLA website has a conference wiki. 

Old business. APLA strategic plan back on old business. SCLA already discussed. NC directors are in favor of a joint meeting but they would like us to host it. Bev James suggested SCLA since Greenville might be convenient for NC. She offered meeting space at the main library. Faith Line suggested inviting them to our retreat especially if held at Springmaid again. Less than enthused response to this. Discussion over merits of beach versus mountains. Beth will respond to Greg that they are invited and details will follow. Donna Osborne, Drusilla Carter, and Richard Band are the program people. Remember we want to show off.

New business. August 1 will be SCAC meeting. Several people indicated they will attend. Beth will come down for the day. Refreshments? Wlodek will be willing to arrange this - he will plan for 15. Coffee alone will be sufficient. This is a great time to talk to your county officials. 

Lunch! Pay Faith!

Open forum. Bev James discussed millage issues. There are 11 library systems in the state funded this way. The tax rate has to be set before the property tax bills are mailed out. 

Sex offender registry bill. The Greenville county attorney does not think recreational facilities pertain to libraries. He felt that libraries would have been specifically mentioned if they were affected. Discussion. We all have our share of such persons.

Gang issues. Symbols showing up. A lot of copycats who can be just as bad.

Policy about authors selling their wares. This is to deal with authors wanting to do a program and selling books. Having the Friends involved helps. Insisting on local connection is a good idea. "Step by Step" is a South Carolina authored book that was recommended.

Form for objectionable computer usage. Someone does have a form for "Request of reconsideration of web pages." Someone else added a line to their regular reconsideration of materials form dealing with web pages. 

Beemer, the literary lightning bug, is York County's new mascot. Drusilla suggested a Beemer toy. So far t-shirts and book bags are available, with a coloring book in the works.

Beth adjourned the meeting at 1;05 P.M.

