DRAFT
Minutes
South Carolina Public Library Administrators
July 15, 2011


Attending:  Melanie Huggins, Jim Johnson, Faith Line, Jan O’Rourke, T. Sam Ziady, Beth McNeer, Carrie James, Briget Livingston, Mary Elizabeth Land, Doug Henderson, Donna Osborne, Yolanda McCormick, Ray McBride, Carl Coffin, Richard Band, Beverly James, Kristen Simensen, Dee Bedenbaugh, Frank Bruno, Alan Smith, Mary Jo Dawson, Sarah McMaster, Amy Schofield, Ann Szypulski

Minutes:  The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.  Sarah McMaster made a motion to accept the minutes, Ray McBride seconded. A vote was taken and the motion was approved.

Election of Officers:  Beth McNeer made a motion to accept the slate of officers as proposed in the March meeting.   A vote was taken and the motion was approved.  The officers for APLA for 2011/12 are:  President – Amy Schofield; Vice President – Melanie Huggins; At Large Members – Lana Gardner and Benjamin Hall; Treasurer – Faith Line, and Secretary – Ann Szypulski.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Faith Line presented the Treasurer’s report for the past year.    Because we are paying a legislative liaison, Faith recommended that we have an auditor look at the files and records.  Ray made a motion that the treasurer engage a auditor or accountant to review the APLA financial files.  Donna Osborne seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the motion was approved.

State Library Report:  David Goble reported that the State Library had a 6% cut and the State Library has had a RIF of two positions.  State Aid information has been sent out.  The lottery funds will be paid late in the fourth quarter, and since there is no general election day this year, the funds attached to election day sales will not be received this year.  David reported that he had met with representatives from the Labor, Licensing and Regulation Board and there is an opportunity to assist small business owners with E-verify.  LLR representatives will have meetings throughout the state and will mention that public libraries provide computer access and assistance.  There was some concern and discussion over perception of E-verify assistance in the community.    David Goble thanked everyone for the past year’s support in advocacy.

Legislative Committee:  Jim Johnson reported that it was a relatively good year for libraries, with lottery funds and only a 6% cut.  He said the weekly visits were effective.  He recommends that in the coming year we request $1.00 per capita; this will be reasonable with some economic improvement.   Ray McBride offered to continue as liaison to the Association of Counties; his offer was accepted and he was thanked.

Advocacy:  Amy Schofield reviewed what we have done in the past year for advocacy.  Three points came out of the Advocacy session that was held in May: 1) The need to have a mechanism to evaluate, and show the impact of summer reading, 2) The need for a survey to show how, and for what, people use our computers, and 3) What levels of internet access are available throughout the state.  The possibility of relating advocacy to a branding campaign was also discussed.  Committees have been set up for the coming year.  Amy briefly discussed the committees and asked for volunteers.  

Amy Schofield shared a presentation she had developed for local civic groups, and Mary Jo Dawson talked about what she has learned about advocacy in the years since becoming a director.  Mary Jo also shared information about ABBE’s e-newsletter.  Kristen Simensen is working with her local school district and with a member of the USC SLIS staff to develop a relevant and meaningful study of the impact of the library summer reading program in her community.

Presentation:  John Bradley, president of the Friends of South Carolina Libraries, talked about how that group supports Friends organizations throughout the state, advocates for libraries, and provides a forum for exchanging information.  They also can help with forming local Friends groups.  Mr. Bradley encouraged the directors to join the statewide Friends, and to encourage local groups and library supporters to join and become involved at the state level. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Ann R. Szypulski, Secretary 



